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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 




1. (Currently Amended) An imageable composition comprising; 
an acid curable composition; 
an acid generator, 

an infrared absorber; and optionally a colQrant;wher e in at least one of said infrared abaorbor 
and said oolorant has a counter onion dcri^^od from a strong, non- volatile acidr having a pKa 
of not more than about 8. 
77 



(Original) The composition of claim 1 , wherein said acid curable composition 
comprises: 
a binder; and 

a crosslinking agent for said binder. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) . — - 



3 (Curr^tly Amended) The composition of claim 4^2^ wherein said polymer 

'2^^ binder is selected from the group consisting oft a polyol, a polyether polyol, a novolak resin, 
a resole resin, q hydroxyfunctional^ acrylic resin, a hvdroxvfimctional oolveste r resin, an 
amino resin, an amido resin and combinations thereof. 




1^ (Cancelled) 

If X. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 2, wherein said crosslinking 
agent is selected from the group consisting ofr a resole resin, an amino resin, an amido resin, 
an epoxy compound having at least two epoxide groups and a combination thereof. 



8. 


(Cancelled) 


9. 


(Cancelled) 


10. 


(Cancelled) 


11. 


(CanceUed) 


12. 


(Cancelled) 


13. 


(Cancelled) 



S (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 1 , wherein said acid generator 

is an ultraviolet, visible, ef-infi-ared radiation or heat activated compoimd. 
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15. 
16. 
17. 



(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 




^ (Currentiy Amended) The composition of claim +6^ wherein said effl« »acid 
sateenerator is selected from the group consisting off an iodonium salt, a sulfonium salt, a 
hydrocarbyloxysulfonium salt, a hydrocarbyloxyammonium salt, an aryl diazonixmi salt and a 
combinations thereof. ___ 



f 



19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 



(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 
(Cancelled) 

(Original) The composition of claim 1, wherein said acid has a pKa of not 



ore than about 4. 



0 ^ (CuTTMitly Amended) The composition of claim^ wherein said strong 
nonvolatile acid is a sulfonic acid represented by the formula: 

R-SO3H 

wherein R is selected from the group consisting oft a substituted or unsubstituted 
hydrocaibyl of 1 to 22 caibon atoms, a substituted or unsubstituted aryl of 6 to 22 carbon 
atoms and a mixture thereof. 



(Cancelled) 
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^ yf. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim^, wherein said sulfonic acid 



is an aryl sulfonic acid represented by the formula: 




S03H 



wherein each of R*. R^. R\ R'* and R^ is independently selected from the group 
consisting oft hydrogen, alkyl of 1 to 12 carbon atoms, haloalkyl of 1 to 22 carbon atoms 
having at least one halogen, aryl of 6 to 12 carbon atoms, halogen, hydroxy, alkoxy, cyano, 
nitro, alkoxycarbonyi and acyl. 
""Er^ (Cancelled) 



j Q par (Currently Amended) The composition of claim V^Q^ wherein said aiyi 
sulfonic acid is rq)resented by the formula; % 





wherein each of R\ R* and R^ is independently selected from the group consisting ofe 
hydrogen, alkyl of 1 to 12 carbon atoms, haloalkyl of 1 to 12 carbon atoms having at least 
one halogen, aryl of 6 to 12 carbon atoms, halogen, hydroxy, alkoxy, cyano, nitro, 
alkoxycarbonyi and acyl and wherein R^ is selected from the group consisting ofi hydrogen, 
alkyl of 1 to 12 carbon atoms, haloalkyl of 1 to 12 carbon atoms having at least one halogen, 
aryl of 6 to 12 carbon atoms, alkoxycarbonyi and acyl. 



ys. (Original) The composition of claim 32, wherein said aryl sulfonic acid is 3- 
benzoyl-4-hydroxy-6-methoxybenzenesulfonic acid. 
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34. (Original) The composition of claim 1 , further comprising a photothennal 



converts material. 



(3 (Currently Amended) The composition of claim I, wherein said counter anion 

ef said infrared absorber comprises a is the conjugate base of a non-volatile acid. 



[36. (Cancelled) 
137. (Cancelled) 



j 1^ (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 1 , wherein said infrared 

absorber is selected from the group consisting ofT- a pigment, a dye and acombinations^ 
thereof. 



39. (Cancelled) 



15-^ (Currently Amended) The composition of claim wherein said infrared 
absorber is a dye selected from the group consisting ofe cyanine dyes, squaryliimi dyes, 
pyrylium salts and nickel thiolate complexes. 



(Cancelled) 



Wf^^ (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 1 , whoroin ooid colorant dy e 
^ i sftuther comprising a blue colorant dye represented by the formula: 



i5D 



\ 




OM O 



CHgO 




^3Sf (Currently Amended) An imageable element comprising: 
a substrate; and 

a imageable composition coated on a surface of said substrate, said imageable 
composition comprisingf an acid curable compositiouT, an acid generatort^ an infrared 
absorber and optionally, a colorant, wher e in at l e ast on e of said infrar e d absorber and said 
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colorant hag a count o r anion dcrivod fiom a strong non-volatile acidr having a pKa of not 

more than about 8. 

( Cancelled) 



Ig^^Sf (Currently Amended) A method of producing an imaged element comprismg 
the steps of: 

providing an imageable element comprising a substrate and 
an imageable composition coated on a surface of said substrate, said composition 
comprising an acid curable composition, an acid generator, an infrared absorber and 
Qptionolly, a colorant, wher e in ot l e ast on e of said infrared absorber and said colorant has a 
coimt e r anion deriv e d from a strong, non- volatile acid rAav4 ng a pKa of not more than ab oat 

imagewise exposing said imageable element to radiation to produce an imagewise 
exposed elonent having exposed and unexposed regions; 

baking said imagewise exposed element at a temperature and period of time sufBcient 
to produce a cured element; and 

contacting said cured element and a developer to remove the unexposed regions and 
thereby produce said imaged element. . 



46. (Original) The method of claim 45, wherein said exposing step is carried out 
iising an infixed laser 
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